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“| am facing an unusual problem with the manuscript you
sent me to review. A few days before you sent me this
manuscript, a manuscript with the same title and very
similar abstract and content containing almost the same
data was sent to me for reviewing from a different journal
(Journal of Renin Angiotensin Aldosterone System). Please
advice me how do deal with this serious ethical issue.”

Best regards,
Vangelis

Vangelis G. Manolopoulos, Ph.D
Associate Professor,

Laboratory of Pharmacology,
Democritus University of Thrace
Greece
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This type of misconduct is of all times, but with the
expansion of Asian science?’ with a lot of pressure to
publish, it may be that we are seeing just the tip of an
iIceberg. Programmes that can spot plagiarism and that
are routinely used for screening students' papers may
become an unavoidable tool for Editors (and reviewers
?7?) and are being optimalised for even comparing
strings of texts in different languages.28:49

van der Heyden MA, Neth Heart J 17;25, 2009


http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/17581541
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Elias Alsabti, a cancer researcher, reworked articles from
lesser known scientific journals into entries that he
submitted for publication elsewhere. In the late 1970s, he
worked as a cancer specialist for various American |
research institutions, moving on when his utter lack of
knqwledge and understanding was noticed. He is
estimated to have published 50 to 60 plagiarized articles.
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Harold “Skip” Garner never intended to
become an enforcer. The affable
computational biologist set out 7 years ago
with a modest enough goal: to access the
scientific literature more efficiently. With
colleagues, he crafted a computer program
called eTBLAST that could detect
similarities in published abstracts, making it
relatively easy to sort through the 19 million
papers in a database like MEDLINE and
pick out those Iin a narrow slice of science.

UT Southwestern Medical Center
Couzin-Frankel, Science, 2009 5
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Entire-paper plagiarism caught by software

When Eric Le Bourg, a French biogerontologist, came across a
paper in a Korean journal recently, he almost fell off his chair;
the entire article — text and graphs included — had been taken
from one of his earlier articles. "It was plagiarism from beginning
to end," he says. "l was astonished; it was pure cut and paste.”

Such blatant copying of an entire article is not unknown, says
Harold Garner, a researcher at the University of Texas
Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas. Garner's team has used
Its eTBLAST text-matching software to build Deja Vu, a

continually updated database that already holds some 75,000
abstracts listed in Medline that seem highly similar. His. Leam -
has so far found dozens of near-100% clone papers.

Butler D, Nature 455:715, 2008
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with diabetes mellitus (fasting plasma glucose =126 mg/dl with a 2-h OGTT value of
=200 mg/dl) were excluded. The 18 patients with PWS wcr& recruited from the pediatric
outpatient clinics at Samsung Medical Center between July 2007 and January 2008, All
subjects were prepubertal; thcirginical characteristics are listed in Table 1.

To recruit children as controls, several elementary and middle schools located in
southern Seoul were used for recruitment. The purpose of the study was explained to the
teachers, and a written study protocol was sent to all parents‘. The criteria for enrolment
of the overweight controls included a BMI that was higher than the 85" Eercenti]e for
age and gender. For the children with| PWS, linformed consent was obtained from
parents or guardians, and for the controls, it was obtained from the study participants as
well as the parents or guardiansL Growth hormone therapy had been given to the
children with PWS. Except for growth hormone, Eone of the study subjects were
receiving any other medicationsj. Ehe study design was reviewed and approved by the

Samsung Medical Center Institutional Review Board\.
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gaﬂstlcal analysis

Homeostasis model assessment for insulin resistance (HOMA-IR) and the whole-body
insulin sensitivity index (WBISI) were calculated as:i the Esu]in sensitivity indexes.
WBISI was calculated using OGTT, as proposed by Matsuda and DeFronzo, as
10,000/ (fasting glucose » fasting insulin) * (mean glicose * mean insulin during
OGTT).

Hl values are expressed as the median and interquartile ranges in the tables and as
the means £ SE in the figures. The t-test with Bonferroni's correction was used when the
samples were normally distributed; in other cases, the Mann-Whitney U test with
Bonferroni's correctionl and the Wilcoxon test wercunsed to compare the hormone levels
of the children with PWS and the controls.

A two-way ANOVA with repeated measures was used to compare the two groups
with regard to the changes in hormone levels over time. Correlations were determined

using Spearman's correlation analysis; p values of <0.05 were considered statistically
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