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B BRIEF COMMUNICATION B

Duplicate Publications in Korean Medical Journals Indexed in KoreaMed

Duplicate publication is considered unethical. It has several negative impacts. To | Soo Young Kim®, Chang Kok Hahm™,
estimate the frequency and characteristics of duplicate publications in Korean medi- | Chong-Woo Bae™, Hye Min Cho'
cal journals, we reviewed some portion of Korean journal articles. Among 9,030

articles that are original articles indexed in KoreaMed from January to December Searching rLbrarans
2004, 455 articles (5%) were chosen by random sampling. PubMed, Google schol- 45

ar, KMbase, and KoreaMed were searched by two lbrarians. Three authors review- Screening - Libreriarts

ed titles, abstracts, and full text of index articles and suspected articles independent- a7

ly. Point of disagreement were reconciled by discussion. Criteria for a duplicate e - Three reviwers
publication defined by editors of cardiothoracic journals and International Commit- Consensus Consensus
tee of Medical Journal Editors were used. A total of 455 articles were evaluated, of § ~ \
whichlE? (5.93%) index articles I.I.rere identified with 29 duplicate articles. Among | Netduplicate Uncertain Duplicate
27 index articles, 1 was quadruple publication and 26 were double publications. Of

29 duplicated articles, 19 were classified as copy, 4 as fragmentation, and 6 as dis- Hev}ev_v T
aggregation. The proportion of duplicate publications in Korean medical journals —

appears to be higher than expected. Education on publication ethics to researchers e oo

is needed. Discard Paftoms

Fig. 1. Schematic diagram of the process and results of this studly.
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Horaan
KM' EG;EEEI“ BACKGROUND: Acinetobacter baumannii has been reported as a major cause of nosocomial infections with increasing frequency. Recently, the emergence of carbapenem-
ol G p— resistant strains has become a major problem in treatment. The use of nontraditional agents such as colistin and a combinationtherapy have been tried. The purpose of this study
&> dynapse was to evaluate the activity of antimicrobial combinations aganst multidmg-resistant (MDR) A baumanni. METHODS: Twenty-nine strains of MDR A baumannii, either
Korean Medical resistant or intermediate to imipenem, were collected from February 2003 to February 2004, Minimum inhibitory concentrations (MICs) were determined by the agar dilution
Journal Information method. The checkerboard method was used to assess the activityof ampicillin-sulbactam in combination with amilkcacin, tobramvcin or meropenem and colistin in combination

with ceftazidime, meropenem, or rifampin RESULTS: The MIC90 of ceftazidime and cefepime were 2,048 g/mL and 512 g/mL, respectively, while the MIC90 of colistin was
0.5 g/mL. The antimicrobial combinations that showed an additive effect for one or two strains were colistin with rifampin or ceftazidime and ampicillin-sulbactam with
tobramycin or meropenem. Other antimicrobial combinations showed indifferent effects against most strains. There were no synergistic or antagonistic combinations.
CONCLUSIONS: These data suggested that colistin may be an alternative drug for MDR A baumannii. For the effective treatment of patients infected with these resistant
strains, finther studies are needed to evaluate antimicrobial combinations against a large number of heterogeneous isolates, and these studies must be followed by clinical trials.
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Louis D. Saravolatz, Section Editor

Colistin: The Revival of Polymyxins for the Management
of Multidrug-Resistant Gram-Negative Bacterial Infections

Matthew E. Falagas'?® and Sofia K. Kasiakou'

'Alfa Institute of Biomedical Sciences (AIBS) and *Department of Medicine, “Henry Dunant” Hospital, Athens, Greece; and *Tufts University School of Medicine,
Bostan, Massachusetts

The emergence of multidrug-resistant gram-negative bacteria and the lack of new antibiotics to combat them have led to
the revival of polymyxins, an old class of cationic, cyclic polypeptide antibiotics. Polymyxin B and polymyxin E (colistin)
are the 2 polymyxins used in clinical practice. Most of the reintroduction of polymyxins during the last few years is related
to colistin. The polymyxins are active against selected gram-negative bacteria, including Acinetobacter species, Pseudomonas
aeruginosa, Klebsiella species, and Enterobacter species. These drugs have been used extensively worldwide for decades for
local use. However, parenteral use of these drugs was abandoned ~20 years ago in most countries, except for treatment of
patients with cystic fibrosis, because of reports of common and serious nephrotoxicity and neurotoxicity. Recent studies of
patients who received intravenous polymyxins for the treatment of serious P. aeruginosa and Acinetobacter baumannii
infections of various types, including pneumonia, bacteremia, and urinary tract infections, have led to the conclusion that
these antibiotics have acceptable effectiveness and considerably less toxicity than was reported in old studies.

Polymyxins, a group of polypeptide antibiotics that consists of  tibiotics and the shortage of new anfimicrobial agents with ac-
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