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General Principles in Writing 

Reviewer Comments

 Comments must be stated objectively and without any 

prejudice.

 Comments should be made with a collaborative tone and 

spirit.

 Comments must be supportive, constructive, thoughtful, and 

fair. They should identify both strengths and weaknesses and 

offer concrete suggestions for improvement.

 Critical comments must be presented professionally in a 

respectful manner and should not be overly harsh or 

disparaging.
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Worst Peer Review Comments
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Information for Reviewers

http://www.annfammed.org/site/misc/pdfsanddocs/ReviewExamples.pdf

http://www.annfammed.org/site/misc/pdfsanddocs/ReviewExamples.pdf
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Information for Reviewers

http://www.annfammed.org/site/misc/pdfsanddocs/ReviewExamples.pdf

DISAPPOINTING REVIEWS

http://www.annfammed.org/site/misc/pdfsanddocs/ReviewExamples.pdf
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Information for Reviewers

http://edmgr.ovid.com/prs/accounts/PRS_and_PRS_Global_Open_Reviewer_Handbook.pdf

http://edmgr.ovid.com/prs/accounts/PRS_and_PRS_Global_Open_Reviewer_Handbook.pdf
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Information for Reviewers

http://edmgr.ovid.com/prs/accounts/PRS_and_PRS_Global_Open_Reviewer_Handbook.pdf

http://edmgr.ovid.com/prs/accounts/PRS_and_PRS_Global_Open_Reviewer_Handbook.pdf
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Information for Reviewers
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Information for Reviewers

http://www.annemergmed.com/
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Information for Reviewers

http://www.annemergmed.com/content/reviewerinstructions
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Information structure
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What’s the Focal Point?
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Stress in Speech 

Word Focus

This This engine, not the other engine

engine The engine, not another part of the machine

costs Renting the engine might be much cheaper

about I don’t know the exact price

three Not two, not four

million Not thousand, not billion

won Not dollars, not euros
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Focal Point in Writing? 
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Information Structure

Exercise:

1) Although Jaesung is a nice guy, he drinks a lot. 

2) Although Jaesung drinks a lot, he’s a nice guy.

3) Jaesung is a nice guy, but he drinks a lot.

4) Jaesung drinks a lot, but he is a nice guy.
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Basic IS Principles

A.  Main clause principle

Example: Even though it’s raining, I am going out for a 

walk. 

B. End placement principle

Example: This study examined the relationship between 

A and B.

Compare: The relationship between A and B was 

examined in this study.
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Basic IS Principles

Example: Which sounds better?

Question: When are you going to take the exam?

Reply (1). I am going to take the exam next month.

Reply (2). Next month, I am going to take the exam.
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Basic IS Principles

C. End weight principle

Which sounds better?

1) An increase in glucose intolerance in people over 

sixty-five as well as in people with a high body mass 

index is a common assumption in diabetes research.

2) A common assumption in diabetes research is that 

glucose intolerance increases in people over sixty-five 

five as well as in people with a high body mass index.
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Basic IS Principles

D. Information flow

a) Use pronouns

b) Use “this + summary word”

or use “this + interpretive word”

c) Communicate “given information” 

before “new information.”
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Use Pronouns

Example:

Within the study itself on Page 6, the authors state that the 

patient had the material placed in their ear canal and if the TM 

was not completely visualized, the physician irrigated the ear 

with up to 100cc of lukewarm normal saline. However, there was   

no mention in the study of how much irrigant was used per 

patient and (this/it) could make a significant difference in 

interpreting the results. For example, if the majority of patients  

cleared with the solvent and less than 20cc of irrigant while the 

other agent required 90 to 100cc of irrigant for a majority of the 

patients, one could conclude that there was a difference 

between agents used in the study.
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Exercise: 

The weather in January was much warmer than usual.

a. It was the second warmest on record.

b. This was the second warmest on record.

c. This was even warmer than December.

d. It was even warmer than December.

Use Pronouns



w
w

w
.c
o
m

p
e
cs

.c
o
m

Exercise:

The weather in January was much warmer than usual.

e. It led to large savings in snow removal costs.

f. This led to large savings in snow removal costs.

g. This may be connected to global warming trends.

h. It may be connected to global warming trends.

Use Pronouns
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Use “this”+ Summary Word

Exercise:

1. Our aim was to assess the mechanisms 

involved in the beneficial effects of hydralazine 

on ventricular function in patients who have 

chronic aortic insufficiency. For this  

___________, we did a radionuclide study of 

ventricular function in 15 patients at rest and 

during supine exercise.  
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Exercise:

2. From a long time, we have been hearing about 

Samsung's stretchable 9.1-inch OLED panel. This 

___________ has given birth to many rumors and 

leaks online. They have also made other 

smartphone manufacturers adopt this 

____________  in their to-be-launched phones.

Use “this”+ Summary Word
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Exercise:

3.  In recent years, the number of students applying 

to Ph.D. programs has increased steadily, while 

the number of places available has remained 

constant. This ______________ has resulted in 

intense competition for admission.

Use “this”+ Summary Word
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Exercise:

4.  According to a recent survey, 26% of all 

American adults now smoke, down from 38% 

30 years ago. This _________ can be partly 

attributed to the mounting evidence linking 

smoking and fatal diseases, such as cancer.

Use “this”+ Interpretive Word
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Given Before New

Exercise: Which sounds better?

1.  Younghee spends her Saturday nights at Sweet Bakery. 

Mr. Kim owns the bakery. He has been making pastries 

the French way since opening the bakery in 1995.

2.  Younghee spends her Saturday nights at Sweet Bakery. 

The bakery is owned by Mr. Kim. He opened the shop in 

1995 and has been making pastries the French way ever 

since. 
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Given Before New

 Compare: Which sounds better?

3.  Jingu Park received a master’s degree in computer 

science from XXX and is now working at the Institute of 

Computer Technology. He is currently working on 

information systems as a researcher at the institute. 

4.  Jingu Park received a master’s degree in computer 

science from XXX and is now working at the Institute of 

Computer Technology. As a researcher at the institute, he 

is currently working on information systems.
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IS Structure vs. Passive Voice

 Compare: IS structure vs. passive voice

1.  We went to see a movie. Steven Spielberg directed 

the movie. He has made a lot of popular movies, 

such as ET, Jaws, Indiana Jones, and Schindler’s 

List. 

2.  We went to see a movie. The movie was directed by 

Steven Spielberg. He has made a lot of popular      

movies, such as ET, Jaws, Indiana Jones, and         

Schindler’s List. 
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Strategic Use of IS

Compare:

1.  Although the risks are high, Kaesong Industrial 

Complex has to be restarted immediately.

2. Kaesong Industrial Complex has to be restarted 

immediately although the risks are very high.
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Strategic Use of IS 

Compare:

(A) If a new report turns out to be true, slim computers that bend and 

fold may sound futuristic, but they could be coming in just a few months.

(B) Slim computers that bend and fold may sound futuristic, but they 

could be coming in just a few months, if a new report turns out to be 

true.

Samsung is reportedly working on a new smartphone with a flexible, 

bendable screen to be released in January, according to Sam Mobile, a 

blog covering Samsung news that has a solid track record when it comes 

to reporting on unannounced products.

http://www.businessinsider.com/samsung-flexible-foldable-phone-vidoes-2015-9

http://www.sammobile.com/2015/09/15/samsungs-first-smartphone-with-a-foldable-display-will-reportedly-launch-in-january/
http://www.businessinsider.com/samsung-flexible-foldable-phone-vidoes-2015-9
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Reviewers’ Comments
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Criticisms

a. Softening Criticism: Use third person 

perspective

Compare: 

(x) (You) need to include …

Explain/describe/add X.

(o) This paper/The manuscript/The author 

needs to include …
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Criticisms

b. Softening Criticism: Use conditionals

Examples:

1) The discussion would have been somewhat 

more relevant if the paper had included 

more recent literature to support his views.

2) The article would be more persuasive if the 

paper related the findings to ...
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Criticisms

c. Softening criticism: present good news and 

bad news in pairs

Compare (evaluative adjectives): 

1) In this impressive but flawed study, Hyland...

2) In this flawed but impressive study, Hyland...
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Evaluative Adjectives

 Evaluative adjectives

P+ = very positive   P = positive  0 = neutral   

N = negative   N+ = very negative

(  0 ) unusual (   N ) limited

(   N ) small (   N ) restricted

(   P ) useful (   P ) significant

(   P ) careful (   0 ) competent

(   0 ) exploratory (  P+ ) remarkable
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Evaluative Adjectives

 Evaluative adjectives

P+ = very positive   P = positive  0 = neutral   

N = negative   N+ = very negative

(  O ) ambitious (  O ) modest

(  P ) important (  N+ ) flawed

(  P+ ) innovative (  P ) interesting/engaging

(  P+ ) impressive (  P+ ) elegant

(  O ) preliminary (  N ) unsatisfactory
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Criticisms

c. Softening criticism: 

present good news and bad news in pairs

1) This study is an important contribution and 

warrants swift publication, but some points 

need attention.

Compare:

2)   Some points need attention, but this study is 

an important contribution and warrants swift 

publication.
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Criticisms

3)  The ideas are clear here, but I think adding the 

following specific functions and data would allow the 

information system to be more complete. 

4)   Although I found the discussion of the three 

theories of X very interesting, I found it difficult to relate 

them to the rest of the paper.
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Hedging (Vague Language)

Types Examples

Introductory verbs seem, tend, appear to be, believe, 

suggest, think, look like

Modal auxiliary verbs would, may, might, could

Frequency Adverbs often, sometimes, usually, seldom

Probability adverbs unlikely, probable, possible

Modal nouns assumption, possibility, probability

That clauses It could be the case that

It might be suggested that

To-clause + adjective It may be possible to obtain

It is important to develop

d. Softening criticism: Use hedging

http://www.uefap.com/writing/feature/hedge.htm
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Hedging 

Impression made:

Native English speakers think that non-native English            

speakers who do not use hedging are

“assertive, intellectually confrontational or                             

bordering on arrogant at times”

Non-native English speakers think that native English           

speakers who use hedging are

“too cautious, non-committal or elusive”
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Another Use of Hedging

 A politeness interpretation 

Ex) I think, I feel, I found

Example:

1) I thought the authors did an excellent job of 

describing their position on the issue. 

Compare: 

2) The authors did an excellent job of describing their 

position on the issue.
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Sample Decision Letter

Based on my own reading of your paper, I share the 

reviewer’s concerns about two issues in particular. First, I 

thought that it would be very helpful to the reader if 

there was some representation of the adherence data as 

a function of stigma levels. For example, a figure depicting 

how electronically-monitored adherence varied as a 

function of racial discrimination might provide a more 

intuitive sense of the size of the observed effect. 
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Sample Decision Letter

Continued:

Second, given the proportion of participants who report a 

heterosexual orientation, it might be worthwhile to address

the relationship between perceived discrimination and self-

identification of sexual orientation in your sample. I also have 

two minor editorial suggestions regarding the Tables: 1) in 

order to conserve journal space, please integrate the data 

from Table 1 into the text, and 2) in Table 2, please reserve 

the asterisks for significant effects, and consider using a 

different symbol (e.g., +) to highlight marginal difference. 
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Other Language Points

 Strength of claims

 Reporting verbs
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Strength of Claim

Exercise:

Dr. Hyland found that cardiac arrhythmias 

_________________ sudden death in epileptic people.  

1. contributed to

2. caused

3. may have contributed to

4. were probably a major cause of

5. were one of the causes of

6. might have been a small factor in
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Reporting Verbs
High-Frequency Reporting Verbs

Discipline Verbs and Frequency

Rank 1 2 3 4 5 6

Biology describe find report show suggest observe

Physics develop report study find expand

Electrical 
engineering

propose use describe show publish develop

Mechanical 
engineering

describe show report discuss give develop

Epidemiology find describe suggest report examine show

Nursing show report demonstrate observe find suggest

Marketing suggest argue find demonstrate propose show

Applied linguistics suggest argue show explain find point out

Psychology find show suggest report demonstrate focus

Sociology argue suggest describe note analyze discuss

Education find suggest note report demonstrate provide

From Academic Writing for Graduate Students (2012)
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Reporting Verbs

Exercise

1. The results indicate/establish that there is a 

link between smoking and lung cancer.

2. The test results confirm/suggest diagnosis and 

guide treatment. 
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Reporting Verbs

Exercise

3. The latest series of studies questions/challenges

the conclusions of previous research.

4. The results given in Figure 3 validate/support the 

second hypothesis.
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Reporting Verbs

 Reporting claims

Key claims Supporting points

assert note

claim observe

state point out
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Reporting Verbs

 Reporting claims

Compare:

1. Hyland (2016) notes that poor diet is a key 

cause of obesity. He claims that obesity is a 

major issue in developing countries.

2. Hyland (2016) claims that poor diet is a key 

cause of obesity. He notes that obesity is a 

major issue in developing countries.
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Reporting Verbs

 Reporting results

Results/findings Conclusions

demonstrate conclude

find indicate

show suggest
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Reporting Verbs

Exercise: 

In a study to investigate obesity, Hyland (2012) 

suggested that young people who ate fast food 

more   than 3 times a week were heavier than 

young people who ate meals at home. This 

finding shows that obesity is associated with 

eating fast food.
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Common Mistakes

1) Suggest/Recommend/Propose                          

Examples:

(X) I suggest you to check this term throughout your 

manuscript.

(X) I suggest it to be simplified by taking out some....
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Common Mistakes

Correct grammatical patterns

1. suggest/recommend/propose + ‘THAT’ Clause

2. suggest/recommend/propose + [a person’s] 

Gerund

3. suggest/recommend/propose + Noun
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Common Mistakes

2) Coordinating conjunctions (and, but, so)

Example:

(X) This study is a good addition to XXX ,  but

it has not sufficiently cited other important 

research , and it is needed.
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Common Mistakes

3) Transitional words (adverbs) vs. Conjunctive adverbs

Examples:

(X) a. The author however needs to check the figures one 

final time.

(X) b. Overall, there is strong agreement that your paper 

deals with an interesting and important topic that is likely 

to be of considerable interest to our readership, however, 

the reviewers raise a number of important points and I 

believe that ... 
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