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JAMA. 1998 Jul 15280(3):222-4.
Prevalence of articles with honorary authors and ghost authors in peer-reviewed

medical journals.

Flanagin A, Carey LA, Fontanarosa PB, Phillips SG, Pace BP, Lundberg GD, Rennie D.

Source

JAMA, Chicago, Ill 60610, USA.

Abstract

CONTEXT:

Authorship in biomedical publications establishes accountability, responsibility, and credit. Misappropriation of authorship u
ndermines the integrity of the authorship system, but accurate data on its prevalence are limited.

OBJECTIVES:

To determine the prevalence of articles with honorary authors (named authors who have not met authorship criteria) and g
host authors (individuals not named as authors but who contributed substantially to the work) in peer-reviewed medical jou
rnals and to identify journal characteristics and article types associated with such authorship misappropriation.

DESIGN:

Mailed, self-administered, confidential survey.

PARTICIPANTS:

A total of 809 corresponding authors (1179 surveyed, 69% response rate) of articles published in 1996 in 3 peer-reviewed, |
arge-circulation general medical journals (Annals of Internal Medicine, JAMA, and The New England Journal of Medicine) an
d 3 peer-reviewed, smaller-circulation journals that publish supplements (American Journal of Cardiology, American Journal
of Medicine, and American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology).

MAIN OUTCOME MEASURES:

Prevalence of articles with honorary authors and ghost authors, as reported by corresponding authors.

RESULTS:

Of the 809 articles, 492 were original research reports, 240 were reviews and articles not reporting original data, and 77 wer
e editorials. A total of 156 articles (1 9%) had evidence of honorary authors (range, 11%-25% among journals); 93 articles (1
1%) had evidence of ghost authors (range, 7%-16% among journals); and 13 articles (2%) had evidence of both. The prevale
nce of articles with honorary authors was greater among review articles than research articles (odds ratio [OR], 1.8; 95% con
fidence interval [CI], 1.2-2.6) but did not differ significantly between large-circulation and smaller-circulation journals (OR, 1.
4; 95% CI, 0.96-2.03). Compared with similar-type articles in large-circulation journals, articles with ghost authors in smaller-
circulation journals were more likely to be reviews (OR, 4.2; 95% Cl, 1.5-13.5) and less likely to be research articles (OR, 0.49;
95% CI, 0.27-0.88).

CONCLUSION:

A substantial proportion of articles in peer-reviewed medical journals demonstrate evidence of honorary authors or ghost a
uthors.




BMJ. 2011 Oct 25;343:d6128. doi: 10.1136/bm;.d6128.
Honorary and ghost authorship in high impact biomedical journals: a cross sectional

survey.

Wislar JS, Flanagin A, Fontanarosa PB, Deangelis CD.

Source

American Medical Association, 515 N State Street, Chicago, Illinois 60654, USA. joseph.wislar@jama-archives.org
Abstract

OBJECTIVES:

To assess the prevalence of honorary and ghost authors in six leading general medical journals in 2008 and compare th
is with the prevalence reported by authors of articles published in 1996.

DESIGN:

Cross sectional survey using a web based questionnaire.

SETTING:

International survey of journal authors.

PARTICIPANTS:

Sample of corresponding authors of 896 research articles, review articles, and editorial/opinion articles published in six
general medical journals with high impact factors in 2008: Annals of Internal Medicine, JAMA, Lancet, Nature Medicine,
New England Journal of Medicine, and PLoS Medicine.

MAIN OUTCOME MEASURES:

Self reported compliance with International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) criteria for authorship for all
authors on the selected articles.

RESULTS:

A total of 630/896 (70.3%) corresponding authors responded to the survey. The prevalence of articles with honorary aut
horship or ghost authorship, or both, was 21.0% (95% CI 18.0% to 24.3%), a decrease from 29.2% reported in 1996 (P
= 0.004). Based on 545 responses on honorary authorship, 96 articles (17.6% (95% CI 14.6% to 21.0%)) had honorary a
uthors (range by journal 12.2% to 29.3%), a non-significant change from 1996 (19.3%; P = 0.439). Based on 622 respon
ses on ghost authorship, 49 articles (7.9% (6.0% to 10.3%)) had ghost authors (range by journal 2.1% to 11.0%), a signif
icant decline from 1996 (11.5%; P = 0.023). The prevalence of honorary authorship was 25.0% in original research repor
ts, 15.0% in reviews, and 11.2% in editorials, whereas the prevalence of ghost authorship was 11.9% in research articles,
6.0% in reviews, and 5.3% in editorials.

CONCLUSIONS:

Evidence of honorary and ghost authorship in 21% of articles published in major medical journals in 2008 suggests tha
t increased efforts by scientific journals, individual authors, and academic institutions are essential to promote responsi
bility, accountability, and transparency in authorship, and to maintain integrity in scientific publication.

JAMA. 2004 Jul 7;292(1):86-8.
Authorship criteria and disclosure of contributions: comparison of 3 general medical

journals with different author contribution forms.

Bates T, Ani¢ A, Marusi¢ M, Marusi¢ A.

Source

Zagreb University School of Medicine, Zagreb, Croatia.

Abstract

CONTEXT:

A number of general medical journals and the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) request author
s to disclose their contributions. Little is known about the effect of journal policies on authors' disclosure of their contrib
utions.

OBJECTIVE:

To determine the number of named authors who do not meet ICMJE criteria for authorship, according to their published
contributions, in 3 medical journals with different contribution disclosure practices.

DESIGN:

Observational study of authors' contributions in research articles published in 2002 in Annals of Internal Medicine (n = 72
), BMJ (n = 107), and JAMA (n = 81). BMJ asks authors to describe research contributions in their own words; Annals asks
authors to choose from a list of coded contributions; and JAMA uses a structured checklist with instructions on contributi
ons that qualify for ICMJE authorship criteria. Honorary authorship was defined as the lack of contribution from the first I
CMUJE criterion (study conception and design, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data) and/or second
(drafting the article or critical revision for important intellectual content) ICMJE criterion.

RESULTS:

According to authors' published contributions, the number of honorary authors was highest in Annals (121/562 authors,
21.5%), followed by BMJ (46/482, 9.5%), and JAMA (3/641, 0.5%) (chi2(2) = 146.67, P<.001). The number of articles with h
onorary authors was 60% in Annals, 21% in BMJ, and 4% in JAMA. Honorary authors had fewer published contributions t
han authors who met ICMJE criteria and were positioned more toward the end of the byline. Honorary authors either lack
ed contributions for both ICMJE criteria (10% in Annals and 22% in BMJ) or contributions to the second ICMJE criterion (
75% in Annals, 67% in BMJ, and 2 out of 3 in JAMA).

CONCLUSIONS:

General medical journals differed in prevalence of honorary authors according to published research contributions of nam
ed authors. Different authorship/contributorship policies and procedures should be explored as a possible explanation for
the differences in contributions disclosed by authors among these journals.
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