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Crossref overview

• 5500 publisher members, 1 member 1 vote

• Metadata store of 80 million scholarly content items

• Persistent citation linking

• Funder identifiers

• Report and display corrections & retractions

• Check manuscripts for similarities

• Data about content activity e.g. social, dataset links

• Open Metadata API & Search



Who uses Crossref?
• Publishing vendors

• Peer review systems

• Reference manager systems

• Lab & diagnostics suppliers

• Info mgmt systems

• Educational tools

• Data analytics systems

• Literature discovery services

• Registration Agencies

• Funders

• Institutions

• Archives & repositories

• Research councils 

• Data centres

• Professional networks 

• Patent offices

• Indexing services



81,000,000 
content items



Submission Review Publication Post-Publication

• Collect 
funding 
information 

• Collect 
ORCID iD

• Run 
checks for 
originality

• Deposit metadata 
and mint DOI 
including: 

• funding data
• ORCID iDs
• references
• full-text links
• license 

information 
• CrossMark 

metadata
• Clinical trial 

information

• Update and correct 
the literature

• Show citation 
information and 
other usage data

• Enable text mining
• Have ORCID 

records auto-update
• Use of the 

metadata by third 
parties





What is Crossref ORCID Auto-Update?

•When publishers deposit an author’s ORCID with the article 
metadata, Crossref will request long-term permission from 
that author to post works to their ORCID record. 

•Once permission is granted, Crossref will automatically 

post these works to the authors record and any future 
publications from any Crossref member. 

• Any article deposited with an author’s ORCID in the past 

will also get automatically pushed to the record after 
permission has been granted.



How’s it going?

Works with at least one author ORCID:

Publishers depositing ORCIDs:

Requests sent to authors for permission:

Permission not given (or no response):

Works pushed to author profiles:

363,478 
480 

256,667 
155,300 
153,254



CrossMark Benefits

• Convenient - one place to access information

•Works in both HTML and PDF

• Easier for researchers to cite the most recent version 

of content

• Additional publication information all in one place

• Free for researchers to click on

•More dissemination of your metadata





Why the new look?

•More room for more metadata

•No second click

• Fresh and contemporary flat design

•Responsive on mobile devices (coming soon)











Linked Clinical Trials in Crossref

• Deposit of registered clinical trial numbers (CTNs) referenced in 
articles

• Links to other articles that also reference the same CTN

• Pre-results, results, post-results

• Display and navigation within CrossMark





Funding Data & the Open Funder Registry





Here today, here tomorrow 

We are obsessed with persistence - of links, of our 
technology, and of the organization.  

Membership and service fees cover our costs, and 
our surplus means we can do new things and 
sustain the community infrastructure for the long 
term. 



Thank you!

http://www.crossref.org 

http://www.crossref.org

