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“Copy Editor” vs “Manuscript Editor” vs . . .:
Venturing onto the Minefield of Titles

Cheryl Iverson
Figure. Job description for a JAMA/Archives manuscript editor, as

In the spring of 2003, a request from a posted on the CS5E Web site in June 2003.
copy editor at the Journal of the American
Medical Association (JAMA) was taken Manuscript Editor

to the senior staff meeting for consid-

eration: Could the copy editors’ title be You will edit scientific articles written by physicians and researchers for a specialized
changed to manuscript editor, a change medical readership of clinicians and academicians. You will edit technical medical
that would—the requestor felt—bet- copy on an electronic publishing system for clarity, accuracy, precision, readability,
ter reflect the scope of work done and technical and structural accuracy, and strict conformity to AMA style. You will sub-

help gain the editor the respect needed stantively rewrite all copy as necessary, particularly for authors whose first language




Manuscript Editore] & &t

edit scientific geticles written by physicians
é h/[ Q n‘l'*[r];:m

vl rEWTIE All copy as necessary

technical terms, drug names, cortect units of measure, reference citations,

medical re edlt Charts and graphs} tables e

copy on a : rrecrrrrey—pre—tsion, readability,
technical and structural au,ur] halson L_,GII{'-GI'ITLII‘E,- to AMA style. You will sub-
stantively rewrite all copy as ~——licularly for authors whose first language

is not English. You will perform research for clarificarion and verification of medical
terms, technical terms, drug names, correct units of measure, reference citations,

medical product names, and medical manufacturers’ and institutions’ names and
locations, as well as perform mathematical conversions to the international system
of units (SI). You will also edit charts and graphs, tables, and equations to conform
to AMA style and to ensure the integrity and clarity of tabular and graphics content,
and you will create tables from prose, make tables into prose, or combine tables as
appropriate. In addition you will negotiate the approval of edited copy and perform
liaison duties between the author, the editor, and other editorial and production statf
mermbers.




Medical Editor

& Proofreading and Copyediting: We edit all materials to meet the
requirements of the American Medical Association. We edit for
sense, style, preferred usage, and correct grammar. We
eliminate jargon. We change words to ensure consistency in
tense and format. We edit for proper spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization.

& Substantive Editing: When needed, we will rewrite sentences,
eliminate redundancy, restructure paragraphs, and condense
materials so that your manuscript clearly and effectively
presents its information to your intended audience.

& Formatting: We format the abstract, references, tables, figures,
and legends so that they conform to the journal's instructions
to authors or to the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts
Submitted to Biomedical Journals.

» Reference Accuracy: We ensure the accuracy of all references
by verifying them through PubMed.
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MANUSCRIPT EDITING
Margaret Ferking, Direclor of Manuscriot Edifing
Elizabeth Quilty, Manager of Ediforial Scheduling and Tracking, Deborah Stone, Quality Assurance Manager,
Victoria Alexander, Chief Manuscrict Editar; Cynthia Hastings, Seniar Manuscriot Editor,
Sharon Hogan, India Koopman, Jenny Lamont, Mary Prince, Manuscrict Editors,
Sara Karwacki, Book Review Coordinator; lamie Koch, Editorial Assistant;
Pamela Stryjewski, Editorial Coov Specialist; David Lyons, Web Fraduction Specialist;
Jeffrey Allen, Jessica Derby, Ethel Garvin, Judy Melody, Susan Pleadwell, Senior Frocfreaders

ONLCINE EDTTORTAC GROOP
Liza Scott, Assisfant Managing Editor, Onfine
Andrea Graham, Aanager of Onfine Ediforial Production, Al Contini-Morava, Semior Onfine Ediforial Assistant

MANUSCRIPT EDITING
bargaret Perkine, Director of Manuscrict Edifing
Elizabeth Quilty, AManagar of Ediforial Scheduling and Tracking, Deborah Stone, Qualify Assurance Manager,
Victoria Alexander, Chief Manuscrict Ediior; Cynthia Hastings, Sanior Manuscricl Editor,
Sharon Hogan, India Koopman, Jenny Lamont, kMary Prince, Manwscricé Editars:
Sara Karwacki, Sock Review Coordinator, Jamie Koch, Sditorial Assisfant;
Pamela Stryviewski, Editorial Coov Specialist; David Lvons, Web Production Soecialist;
Jeffrey Allen, Jessica Derby, Ethel Garvin, Judy Melody, Susan Pleadwell, Saniar Procfreaders




To Promote the Science and Art of Medicine and the Betterment of the Public Health

January 30, 2008, Vol 299, No. 4

JAMA

Pages 373-476

EDITORIAL STAFF

EDITOR IN CHIEF
Catherine D _DelAnealis MDD MPH

Manuscript Editing: Stacy L. Christiansen (director); Coleen Adamson,
loy K. Jaeger, Phil Sefton, Heather A. Shebel, Beverly Stewart {senior manuscript
editors); Kim 5. P. Campbell, Kristine B. Simmaons; Jennifer Reddy, Cara Wallace

(freelance manuscript editors)
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Contributing Editors: Derek C. Angus, MD, MPH, Helene M. Cole, MD,
Themas B. Cole, MD, MPH, David 5. Cooper, MD, David R. Flum, MD, MPH,
David H. Mark, MD, MPH, Robert A. McNutt, MD, Boris Pasche, MD, PhD,
Eric D. Peterson, MD, MPH, Jeanette M. Smith, MD, Janet M. Torpy, MD,
John L. Zeller, MD, PhD, Gianna Zuccotti, MD, MPH, Jody \W. Zylke, MD
Statistical Editor: Maomi Vaisrub, PhD
Associate Editors: Charlene Breedlove, Roxanne K. Young
Contributing Writers: Thomas F. Boat, MD, Christine K. Cassel, MD, Allan 5. Detsky,
MD, PhD, Ezekiel J. Emanuel, MD, PhD, Lawrence Q. Gostin, JD, LLD, Kevin
Grumbach, MD, David S. Ludwig, MD, PhD, Howard Markel, MD, PhD, Bruce
M. Psaty, MD, PhD, Stephen M. Shortell, PhD, Steven H. Woolf, MD, MPH

Medical News & Perspectives: Joan Stephenson, PhD (editor);
Tracy Hampton, PhD, Bridget M. Kuehn, Mike Mitka (senior staff writers);
Rebecca Voelker

Editorial Graphics: Cassio Lynm (senior medical illustrator),
Alison E. Burke (medical illustrator), David Song (editorial assistant)

Assistant Editors: Kristen M. Quaranta, Jennifer Reiling
Executive Assistant to the Editor: Marla A, Hall
Staff Assistants: Gloria Tate, Deanna M. Willis

FElben RIS (VW ED adminisrative asalstani)

Editorial Assistants: Mary Cannon, Susan Collister, Carmina Conley, Dawn Cortez,
Cheryl Dixon, Audrey Forman, Gwenn Gregg, Lisa Hardin, Mary Ann Lilly,
Rachell M. Lozano, Rosa E. Miranda, Lupe Morales, Ethel Pinkston

Workflow and Content Management System: Larry Bryant (director)

Editorial Systems and Administration: Elaine Williams (director); Gale Saulsberry
{database specialist); Lenette Gardner-Gullens (electronic input supervisor);
Fanny L. Brown, Celina Canchola (electronic input specialists)

Editorial Processing Division: Cheryl Iverson (director); Paul Frank, Monica Mungle
{editorial systems managers); ). D. Neff (associate editorial systems developer)

Editorial Counsel: Joseph P. Thomton, 1D
Survey Research Specialist: Joseph S. Wislar

JAMA/Archives Media Relations: Jann Ingmire (director); Jim Michalski, Cindy Kuzma,
Daisy Franco

Editors of Intemational Editions: Bassel Atallah, MD, Middle East;

Eugeniu Pascal Ciofu, MD, PhD, Romania; Csaba Farsang, MD, DSc, Hungary;
|gor Francetic, MD, PhD, Croatia; Evin Kantemir, MD, Turkey; Li Chengyi, MD, China;
Ivan Milek, MD, PhD, Czech Republic; Aleksander N. Neskovic, MD, PhD, Serbia
and Montenegro; Ivan Vidmar, MD, Slovenia
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The Journals Deparment of the Amedcan Fsycholegical Association is
seaking roulliple Manuscript Edibors. Afler complation of & 1 2-weak
Training prodram, Bis parson @il be responsible for cogyaditing
manusciats for consisiency; cormecinass of gramomar and punciuation,
adhiens 1o AF& edilorial stle Tor beet, figure presentabion, table o,
refarances; vae specications, and work with suthors conceming
manuscnats snd proges.

A Bachelor's degree in English, pubicalions, psyehology, and ane year of
copyediling experienca for pedosscals or lechnical pubbcalions, 1o
include onling copyediling expesdenta. APA shile expedenca, scholary
publishing o pariodicals expedents, publications cadificats helpiul.
Excellent comguier skills and the ability to sof data in Excel
gpreadsheets of in databagses requirad, This position raquires an
editorial tast at tirme of application

Tha American Psychalogical Associalion i & large rmembership
associalion w5 owir 148,000 reernbers wirldwide, APA ofers a localion
comriEnt o the Lnion Stalion r.iE|r-'.'II and an evcellenl benets Flﬂt'kﬁgl‘:
ciualined 3|'.'I|:I{I:-:-Br'l15 please Tordnand POUF FESLME Grid odnser [ii=]
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Streat, ME Washinglon, OC 2000F, Email; Faer 202-335-5501.

cualified candidales shauld
forsard & resume sl comer
letier, indicaling satary
riEquinermenls )

American Psychobogical
520 | ats0n
Human Rasmrces
50 First Sirest, NE
Washington, 0.C. 20002. 4242
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Prices
[Home] [Cur Clents] [What Our Clients Say] [About TTe] [Prices] [ Charitable Giving] [Contact TTs]

Prices

—

I —
ANZtE HIE: $65 HZARAIZE: 4 A2 HAE: 260$
-, O eareliand] aefes fe §65 per hour. ) S
o We also offer 48-hour rush service at a rate of §85 per hour,

o Simply e-mail vour manuseript to us, with the document attached as a Microsoft Word file. We will edit vour manuseript using
Word's revision function and return it to vou usually within 5 business days.

Rates for students and residents:

o We encourage students and residents to contact us with a budget in mind. We understand the financial constraints of these
positions, and we make every effort to work with persons who need our services.

To estimate the cost of your document, consider this:

o MMost documents are double-spaced with approximately 250 words (or 1500 words and spaces] on a page. To edit, fact-check, and

format a well-written 25-page manuseript, including references, usually takes about 4 hours. More lengthy, or very complex
materials, or materials written by non-English speakers, will take longer.
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