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JOURNAL SELECTION PRACTICE AREA: 
Web of Science Core Collection

1. To evaluate and select the best scholarly 
journal content available today for coverage
in Web of Science and InCites.

As a result, the Web of Science is known as the worldwide source
for top tier scholarly research published in the best international 
and regional journals.  

2. Provide the worldwide publishing community 
with objective standards useful in building 
world-class publications. 

Thomson Reuters has built lasting partnerships with the global 
scholarly publishing community.  We work together to improve the
quality of scholarly communication everywhere in the world.



Journal Selection Process for Web of 
Science

Journal 
Publishing 
Standards

Editorial 
Content

International 
Diversity

Citation 
Analysis

Four Points of Evaluation



Journal Selection Process for Web of Science

Journal 
Publishing 
Standards

Editorial 
Content

International 
Diversity

Citation 
Analysis

• Timeliness of         
publication

• International Editorial 
Conventions

• English language 
Bibliographic 
Information

• Peer Review



Timeliness of publication
A journal must be published according to its stated 

publication schedule

Must receive three current issues in sequence to 
begin evaluation
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The content is robust with sufficient manuscripts in the 
pipeline
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Informative Journal titles

International Editorial Conventions

Fully descriptive Article titles 
and abstracts

Full address information for 
every author



International Editorial Conventions

Complete bibliographic 
information for all cited 
references
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English language Bibliographic Information

• Article titles
• Author names and addresses
• Cited references in the Roman 

alphabet
• Abstracts and Keywords



English language Bibliographic Information

However, English language content is 
not always essential in some areas 
such as national literature studies 
where full text in the native language is 
normal. 
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Peer Review must be an explicit part of the publishing 
process



Journal Selection Process for Web of Science

Journal 
Publishing 
Standards

Editorial 
Content

International 
Diversity

Citation 
Analysis

• How does this journal compare 
with covered journals of similar 
scope?

• Is this subject already well 
covered?

• Will this journal enrich WoS with 
novel content?

Core coverage in Web of Science is not 
static !



What journals are covered in specific subject 
category?   



What are the contents in a journal of interest ? 



Journal Selection Process for Web of Science

Journal 
Publishing 
Standards

Editorial 
Content

International 
Diversity

Citation 
Analysis

• Does this journal target an 
International or Regional 
audience?

• Do authors, editors, Editorial 
Advisory Board members 
represent the international 
research community?



Publication Name=(Clinical Infectious Diseases )
Impact Factor (2012) : 9.374

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

Anucha Apisarnthanarak, Pratumthani, Thailand
Roberto Badaro, Salvador, Brazil
Carol J. Baker, Houston
Fernando Baquero, Madrid, Spain
John G. Bartlett, Baltimore
Stephen G. Baum, New York
John E. Bennett, Bethesda
Emilio Bouza, Madrid, Spain
Yehuda Carmeli, Tel Aviv, Israel
G. Ralph Corey, Durham
Erika M.C. D'Agata, Boston
Silvano Esposito, Naples, Italy
Javier Garau, Barcelona, Spain
Jose M. Gatell, Barcelona, Spain
M. Lindsay Grayson, Melbourne, Australia
James G. Hakim, Harare, Zimbabwe
Carol A. Kauffman, Ann Arbor
Keith P. Klugman, Atlanta
Umesh G. Lalloo, Congella, South Africa
Stephen D. Lawn, Cape Town, South Africa
Catherine Leport, Paris, France
Daniel P. Lew, Geneva, Switzerland
Lionel A. Mandell, Hamilton, Canada
Jeanne M. Marrazzo, Seattle
Thomas J. Marrie, Halifax, Canada
Daniel M. Musher, Houston
Carl Erik Nord, Stockholm, Sweden
Timothy Peto, Oxford, England
Didier Raoult, Marseille, France
Guillermo M. Ruiz-Palacios, Tlalpan, Mexico
Marisela Silva, Caracas, Venezuela
Vincent Soriano, Madrid, Spain
Soumya Swaminathan, Chennai, India
Joseph M. Vinetz, La Jolla
Gui-Qiang Wang, Beijing, China
Andreas F. Widmer, Basel, Switzerland
Kwok-yung Yuen, Hong Kong, China
Anita K. M. Zaidi, Karachi, Pakistan
Abigail D. Zuger, New York
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Countries / territories
represented 

in article level (Web of Science)

Do the contributing authors, EAB 
represent the international research 
community ?

Source: http://cid.oxfordjournals.org (as of 18 October 2013)Source: Thomson Reuters  Web of Science (as of 18 October 
2013)



Publication Name=(Neurological Research)

The need for international diversity is viewed in 
relationship to the target audience for the journal

60 
Countries / 
territories International 

audience 

Source: Thomson Reuters  Web of Science (as of 18 October 
2013)



Publication Name=(Asian Pacific Journal of Allergy and Immunology)

34 
Countries / 
territories 

The need for international diversity is viewed in 
relationship to the target audience for the journal

Regional 
focus

Source: Thomson Reuters  Web of Science (as of 18 October 
2013)



Regional Journals

Importance is measured in terms of content 
specificity:

• Will it enrich coverage of a subject?

• Will it provide specific regional perspective?

Publish excellent research targeted at a regional 
rather than international audience

Citation Impact may be low to moderate – but stable

Regional journals meet all journal selection criteria



Journal Selection Process for Web of Science

Journal 
Publishing 
Standards

Editorial 
Content

International 
Diversity

Citation 
Analysis

• New journals
- Citations to authors’

and editors’ prior work.

- Citation trend

• Established Journals
- Estimated Impact 

Factor

- How the journal 
compares to other 
journals in its field

To determine the importance and 

influence of a journal in the 

surrounding literature of the subject 



Citation Analysis in Journal Selection

Psychiatry Investigation in 2013 Journal Citation Reports 
– Social Sciences Edition

• Impact Factor (2 year; 5 year)

• Source Data

• Self Citations

Category Level  Metrics

• Biomedical Science Categories

• Social Sciences Categories

23
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2013 Journal Citation Reports – Social Sciences Edition

Psychiatry Investigation*

Impact Factor:      1.149

5-Year Impact Factor: 1.409

*Korean Neuropsychiatric Assoc; First Published in 2004



Calculation of 
2013 Journal Impact Factor 

5-Year Journal Impact Factor 
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Psychiatry Investigation



2013 JCR
Source Data; 

Impact Factor 5 year trend
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Only citable items
(articles + reviews)
Counted in Impact 
Factor
Calculation (2014)

Added to SSCI in
2008.First Impact
Factor calculation 
in 2010 JCR

Psychiatry Investigation



2013 JCR
Journal Self Citation

27

2013

Cited Journal 

Graph

Psychiatry Investigation



Self citation rates in 2009 Journal Citation Report
Revista Brasileira de Farmacognosia-Brazilian Journal of Pharmacognosy

2009

Cited Journal 
Graphic

Effect of Self Citations

on rank  in category:

From Q1

To Q4
•Chemistry, Medicinal

•Pharmacology & Pharmacy

Journal was suppressed from 2010 and 2011JCR.  



Impact Factor in Context

29

Yonsei Medical Journal

Psychiatry Investigation



Citation Impact Metrics:
Editorial Context Creates Meaning

30

Biomedical Sciences

Social Sciences

Journal rankings and comparisons are meaningful only within 
each category - not between categories or domains.

Source:  2013 Journal Citation Reports®
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Thomson Reuters Journal Selection Process 
for Web of Science: 

Four Points of Evaluation
Journal 

Publishing 
Standards

Editorial 
Content

International 
Diversity: 

Authors, EAB 

Citation 
Analysis

•Timeliness of         
publication

•International 
Editorial 
Conventions

•English language 
Bibliographic 
Information

•Peer Review

•How does this 
journal compare 
with covered 
journals of similar 
scope?

•Is this subject 
already well 
covered?

•Will this journal 
enrich WoS with 
novel content?

•Does this journal 
target an 
International or 
Regional 
audience?

•Is international 
representation 
among Authors 
and EAB 
members at an 
appropriate level 
for this journal?

Total Citations:

•Integration of the 
journal into the 
literature over time

Impact Factor:

•Recent citation 
activity

Author, EAB 
citations in the 
literature.

•Citation metrics 
have meaning only
in the editorial 
context appropriate 
for the journal.

Arts & Humanities journals are exceptional
•English full text may not be required
•Novel, well focused content (often regional) is essential
•Citation analysis plays a much smaller role.



A list of current journals in collection
http://ip-science.thomsonreuters.com/mjl



Journals

Research Output

Citation Impact

Citation Impact Relative to China and Japan
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Korean Journals in Web of Science
120 titles (several in more than one index)

Science Citation Index Expanded

• 100 journals
–Science Citation Index

• 11 journals

Social Sciences Citation Index

• 16 journals

Arts & Humanities Citation Index

• 7 journals
• Language:

110 in English
10 Multi-language or in Korean (8 SCIE; 2 AHCI)

34



Korean Papers in Web of Science
2009-2013
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Korean authors identified by Research Address.
May publish in non-Korean journals. Source: InCites®



Citations to Korean Papers 
2009-2013

36

Total citations from any year after publication.

Source: InCites®

Citations accrue
over time. Older

papers: more 
citations  



% Korean Documents Cited in Web of Science
2009-2013
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Source: InCites®

Citations accrue over time. Older papers: more citations  



Citation Impact of Korean Papers 
2009-2013

38

Total Citations = Citation Impact
Total Papers

Source: InCites®

•Citation Impact 
builds over time.
•Steepest rise in
citations: 2 years 
after publication.



Citation Impact of Korean Papers Relative to 
China and Japan

2009-2013
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Source: InCites®

Great increase of
Korean papers in WoS
in recent years:
Challenge to maintain
relatively high impact.



How Can I Improve My Journal?

Active recruitment of high-impact authors and 
articles

Offering better service to authors

Boosting the journal’s media profile

More careful article selection
• New England J Med
• Ann Intern Med
• BMJ
• JAMA
• Lancet
• Med J Australia
• Can Med Assn J

M. Chew, E. V. Villanueva, and M. B. Van Der 
Weyden, Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine
100 (3), 142 (2007).

Thomson Reuters can help. 



Why are journals rejected for Web of Science?
Most common causes…
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REGIONAL CITATION INDEX
CONTENT EXPANSION



REGIONAL CITATION INDEX
OVERVIEW
In an increasingly-competitive environment, maintaining Web of 

Science as a selective, high-quality database is vital for success

However, as scientific research becomes increasingly global and shifts 
from its traditional U.S. and Western European dominated origins, 
Thomson Reuters needs to ensure that we adequately cover the 
world’s scientific and scholarly output without sacrificing the  “Gold 
Standard” positioning

Regional Citation Indexes allow us to address these seemingly-
contradictory imperatives and drive global value 

• Significantly expand our global journal coverage while maintaining 
the prestige of the core Web of Science

• Enables comprehensive search/discovery and meaningful 
comparative measurement of both local and global output and 
impact
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REGIONAL CITATION INDEXES
ADDED TO WEB OF SCIENCE (not Core Collection



 Incorporate regional indexes into a 
common database structure

 Separate and integrated database 
search

 Incorporated into InCites for global 
and local research evaluation 

REGIONAL CITATION INDEX MODEL
Regional Citation Index 

KCI-Korean Journal 
Database

Web of Science Platform

Web of Science Core
KCI-Korean 

Journal 
Database

SciELO 
Citation 
Index

Chinese 
Citation 
Index

Region D 
Index

Region C 
Index

Region B 
Index

Journal Ranking Metric
(JCR for region journals)



REGIONAL CITATION INDEX PROGRAM
Expand citation connections beyond the core Web of Science to include high quality 

regional journals for global discovery and regional analytics

1. Prioritization
- Global strategic value - BRICK (Brazil, Russia, India, China, Korea)

- Value proposition for global and local customer base

- Content “readiness” - journal selection and quality data required

- Revenue potential (in region):  WoS, Analytics Opportunity

- Sustained funding commitment from regional government/funding body

2. Requirements for a Regional Citation Index
- Basic publishing standards / Persistence, stability, timely 

- Quality bibliographic and citation data (e.g. English language Biblio.)

- Journal coverage – complementary, multi-disciplinary

- Ongoing selectivity process

3. Important considerations
- A quality citation index is very expensive to create and maintain

- RCI’s take a long time to mature (content quality, completeness issues)



THANK YOU

IP & Science
Thomson Reuters


